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collectivizes the irrigation process and specializes the
work. However, these machines have not yet been
widely used, mainly because the labour saved by the
machine has not yet found any productive use. From
the point of view of the villagers, they still prefer
working on the old pump to paying a fee and being
themselves idle for months. Some told me that some-
one who was lazy and relied on the air pump had
ruined himself in the gambling house in the town
because he had nothing to do. It is still too early
to see the effect of this labour-saving machine, and
the process of collectivization in irrigation, on the
social organization as well as the lay-out of the
farm.
After water has been brought on to the land, it takes
another day for each mow of land to be levelled. The
total amount of time spent on the land for preparation
can thus now be estimated. If there are seven mow for
one person to work, it will take about thirty-five days,
approximately equal to the amount of time needed for
the growth of the rice in the nursery.
There is no ritual ceremony at the beginning of the
agricultural work and every household is free to deter-
mine its own time for starting. The difference in time
covers a range of two weeks.
Transplantation of the young shoots from the
nursery farm to the main field is a major part of rice
cultivation. The people describe this period as " busy
in farm." The farmers start in the early morning for
the nursery, which sometimes is far from the main
field ; they must transport the young shoots by boat.
Children are brought to help in the work, but not
women. The young shoots are planted in the main
field in bunches of six or seven stalks. Children make

